BDNF atelocollagen mini-pellet accelerates facial nerve regeneration.
We investigated the effect of BDNF mini-pellet on the GAP-43 mRNA expression and functional status of facial nerve in a rat model of facial nerve transection and immediate repair. The facial function started to recover at 17 days in the placebo group and 14 days in the BDNF group. BDNF group had shorter period of increased GAP-43 mRNA expression than the placebo group. Topically applied BDNF may accelerate the facial nerve regeneration.